
New artist-in-residence facility opens on Washington’s Long Beach Peninsula
 Story and photos by LYNETTE RAE McADAMS
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Decades of forethought and hard work came to fruition last 

month when Willapa Bay AiR opened its doors in Oysterville, 

Wash., offi  cially launching what is sure to be one of the most 

sought-after artist-in-residence programs in the nation.

Los Angeles-based singer/songwriter James Hurley shares the 
fruits of his well-spent time at Willapa Bay AiR in Oysterville, Wash.

Novelist Adrienne Celt, from Tucson, Ariz., makes revisions to
her second novel in her live/work writers’ studio during the fi rst
offi  cial residency at Willapa Bay AiR. She called the program 
“simply perfect.”

At home in the visual arts studio, Katie Twiss, from Tulsa, Okla., says her time at Willapa Bay AiR expanded on the lexicon of symbols
that she uses in her art. In the multi-media works pictured here, she explores the relationships between landscape and loneliness.

Gathered for the evening meal, pictured clockwise from left: Cyn-
dy Hayward, Becky Alprin, Kevin Mendoza, Nina Macheel, Adri-
enne Celt and Katie Twiss. In the background, chef Darice Grass 
practices her own form of art in the kitchen at Willapa Bay AiR.
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Calling all Artists!
Willapa Bay AiR is pleased to announce its off ering of 

month-long, self-directed residencies to emerging 

and established artists, writers, musicians and 

scholars, inviting them to spend time away from 

their usual environments and day-to-day obliga-

tions, wholly immersed in their creative work. The 

Residency provides private lodging, all meals, and 

high-quality workspaces, at no cost, to fi ve residents 

per month, March 1 through Sept. 30. Candidates 

arrive based solely on merit, and each application is 

reviewed and scored by a panel of professionals from 

their respective disciplines.

For more information, or to apply, 

visit www.willapabayair.org, or call 360-642-6782.

Did you 
know? 

The fi rst artist-in-residence in 

the U.S. was the MacDowell Colony, 

founded in Peterborough, N.H., in 

1909. Today, more than 250 such 

programs exist throughout the 

nation, with 850

worldwide. 
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